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education@expo2020
Connecting Minds, Creating the Future



THE SIGNIFICANCE 
OF WORLD EXPOS 
TODAY



|  3

A platform for 
economic and 

cultural change

What is a world expo?

A festival of 
innovation

and imagination

A meeting point for 
business and 
government

A vehicle for 
nation building
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Moments in expo history

1851
London

The first World 
Expo and the 
lasting legacy of
South Kensington

1904
St. Louis

Medicine took a 
huge leap forward 

with the introduction 
of the X-ray 

machine

1939
New York

The birth of the 
televisio n 
broadcast

`

ASIMO, the humanoid 
robot developed by Honda 

first introduced 

2005
Nagoya

Imagine

2020
Dubai, UAE



Expo 2020 Dubai: An Exceptional Expo 

20 October, 2020 – 10 April, 2021 
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200+
Participants

25
Million Visits

70 %
International

30 %
National

Participating Countries

Corporates

Academia

Multilateral Organizations

Foundations & NGOs
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Opportunity Mobility Sustainability
How can we realise our 
potential and dreams of 

the future

How can we access people 
and resources to achieve that 

potential

How we pursue our dreams 
and goals wisely protecting 

the needs of future 
generations

Connecting Minds, Creating the Future 

Our theme and subthemes
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Mobility
District

Sustainability
District

Opportunity
District

Expo Village
Route 2020 

Station

AlWasl
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Expo 2020 operations

2,100 Taxi Rides
30,000 Parking Spaces

700 Expo Buses

300,000 Site Capacity 
60,000 Visitors per hour

30,000 Volunteers
20,000-35,000 Daily Workforce
5,000 Participants Workforce

500,000 Daily Meals on site

Expo operating hours
7 Days/Week for 173 days

Expo visiting hours
 1000-0200

Overnight service hours
 0200-1000



Programming
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Global Education Summit @
Expo 2020 Dubai
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‘10 Years to 2030’ - Global Education Summit

What Three-day major education event at Expo2020 Dubai, co-hosted by Dubai Cares 
and Expo2020, in close coordination with the UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation, global education partners, as well as Expo2020 Dubai 
International Participants (countries and non-official participants) and strategic 
partners
 

Focus Education Financing, Innovation in Education, and Youth and Skills

When 18-20 March 2021 (followed by the Global Education & Skills Forum, as well as the 
Global Teacher Prize)

Venue Various venues and country pavilions across Expo Dubai 2020 and Dubai 
Exhibition Centre (next to Expo2020 site)
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Ambition - To reshape the global conversation on education 

For Expo2020 to host the first ever truly global education summit with a narrative from both 
the global north and the global south, by public and private sectors, coming together to drive 
impactful and evidence based policy for the remaining 10 years and beyond

To set alive the entire Expo2020 site with the theme of education and to have a major global 
momentum for education with clear commitments to meeting 2030 targets.

Co-curated content, driven from the 192 participating countries, 9 non-official participants, 
and 15 strategic private sector partners at Expo, allowing for experience and knowledge 
sharing by developing and developed countries, private and public sector in the same event. 

Hold a frank conversation about not being on track to achieve the Global Goals by 2030, but 
also highlight that there is a way forward. Focus on what has worked - sometimes against all 
odds - and allow countries from all corners of the world to showcase success-stories and 
discuss how these could be scaled. 
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Thematic Focus

Education Financing

Host high-level education sector financing 
conference, discussing both international 
financing as well as how to increase and 
improve the effectiveness of domestic 
financing. Special spotlight on financing for 
Education in Emergencies and Protracted 
Crises. 

Possible stakeholders:

GPE, IFFED, ECW

Ministries of Education, Ministries of 
Finance, International Development 
Agencies

Innovative Financing actors

Private Sector

Innovation in Education

Dedicated event for innovation in Education 

- Linking to Expo’s wider AI and technology 
offering, and the broader conversation 
about how to harness innovation to work at 
scale to make progress towards SDG4 – not 
necessarily limited to tech. 

- Event on Technology and Connectivity for 
Learning, highlighting the pressing need to 
close the digital gap between countries and 
peoples, including refugees, IDPS and 
people on the move in order to reach SDG4

- Feature accelerators such as Expo Live, 
MIT Solve, Generation Unlimited’s Global 
Breakthroughs and bring them together to 
share successes and challenges

- Showcase innovations in 
education/learning not limited to tech from 
participating countries and Expo partners 

- Engaging the regular visitor with tangible 
experiences testing both cutting-edge and 
low-tech education tools. 

Youth, Skills and the Future of 
Employment

A dedicated day focusing on Youth and 
Skills, and the future of Employment 

- Linking major global efforts around this 
topic (GenU, WEF Centre for New 
Economy and Society, WB Solutions 4 
Youth Employment, etc) 

- Facilitate dialogue between education 
and labour market leads

- Youth at center stage co-creating the 
content and driving the dialogue. 

Major attempt will also be made to 
engage youth globally through a virtual 
Expo2020 experience, not only bringing 
the conversations to them – far and wide 
– but also allowing them to experience 
Expo2020 Dubai and have a say in how 
they want their future to look.
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Next Steps

Content 
Curation

Dubai Cares to set up a steering committee and develop process for content 
curation 

Current SC Members: GPE, Education Commission, ECW, UNICEF, UNESCO, 
UNHCR, INEE. Include Expo team, government representatives, civil society 
and private sector.

Budget Dubai Cares to recruit a Project Director to manage a Global Education 
Summit core team.
Everyone interested in participating with content or as an organization in the 
Global Education Summit to budget for it for 2021!

Milestones Expo2020 Assisted Countries Meeting – July 2019
Expo2020 International Participants Meeting – December 2019
Site ready – October 2019
Opening – October 2020

 


